David Lifton/lCerry •'•homlcy, IIa.ro/, d Woisborg 5/20/93 

re some materials in Sylvia Iloaghcr's "Documents and ^eople" folder (40) 

In th course of the hasty slrimtidng to determine whether that file should be copied in 

,ji ... Mi&i/uj.X' 

r isponso po -'■offer A oilman s request i spotted ray name in the attached - a e r t aa-s l and without 
reading them had copies made, Ij -’hat was yesterdati. Heading thorn today I an? reminds/, by the 
first I've road, the Lifton letter to Arnold Levine, In Tampa, I'D, of 5/21/68 (i presume 
Kerry '•'■'hornley’s lawyer), I am r minded again of Lifton' s utter irrespondible , Ills pro- 
fessional incompetence , his determination to ^a?ce all the trouble possible for others, 
and Iris unending jumping to unwarranted conclusions that come only fnom his eaalted self- 
concept and ignorance. Which ho has no interest in correcting, 

Tlio background for this, and I would prefer no distribution for a while because it 
can reflect unfairly on Thornley, Lifton' s chum of tliat ea^ and earlier, is that the 
purpose was the exact opposite of the one that from his self ^conceived omniscience Lifton 
ea^K.ip, There should be much more than X 11011 recall that is relevant on file, 

When Garrison's chief inve .tiiptor, J.ouis •'•von, le -rned I was abput to go and inter- 
view the late Douglad J anoo, then of the J ones Printing Co., whoch printed the leaflets 



Oswald distribute, /fffl.von asked two tilings of me. One that I take the man who Garrison had 
hired as a non-city employee, "Bill Donley," with me and that I make a clandestine tape of 



the interview. 



'u return he s. 



.• d'.jXe 1 



send us with a driver, a detective, in an unmarked 



car. I’d never made a elandetine tapejiof any interview and was not equipped to do that. 



I- 



■von gave me a Samsonite attache c-.se with one of the 



casssette tape recorders in it, 



a Ifordco. It was a primitive and an inadequate rig. There was no way of turning it dai or 



off other than by /opening the attache case, which would have disclosed it. Having no real 
choice, when the car stopped nfur/ ‘'ones' place of business I turned the machine on. •'■‘ram 
then until the end of that side of tli tabe I had only 30 minutes. Bozley did and said 
nothing and I had also to carrjt my own and very heavy attache case. I feared it would look 



suspicious, having tiro attache cases one of which I did not open. 

But J ones was able to stop what he was doing and we were not interrupted. My sole pur- 
pose in speaking to him, as the Warren Commission did not, was to ask Mm about that print 
job and the man who left the order and/or picked it up. 

■ 1 v 

1 had a roal fistful of pictures^ probably abtfJut 100 on them from all around the 
country, including a number of police mug shots one of which was of Oswald. I told Jones 

that if ho believed that after the passing of all that time he felt he could not make a 

positive identification would ho please indicate any picture or pictures tliat most closely 
resembled tho^aaan who either placed the order of pick e J / the finished job up. 

His small print shop was a short dVbance down the street from the (feily Coffee Co., where 

Oow-ld worked briefly tlio late spring and early summer of 1963* The building was jALiioo 

destroyed for a reconstruction of the area, including a new federal building. Jones later 




drowned in Hurricane ^acillo, when ho was down on the Gulf coast. 

Jones selected as now local! four different picture of Kerry W. '^'hornley^, who had 
served Briefly in the cone I-larines unit in which Osw Id was? as I no3ecall at Santa Ana, 
Cl, near San Diego:^ while Oswald was bein'.; discharged over his phony claim to his mother's 
need for him to support her. (instead he left on the trip that ended in the USSR.) 

In one of those pictures f hornl y had n beard but Janes nonetheless selected that 
picture, too. He rejected the new Orleans police mug shots of Oswald. 

I question him about his selection and he persisted in the belief that those differ© 
out picture of ^hornley most closely resembled the man who picked the leaflets up. 

When, wo got back to the office Boxley disputed that Jones had selected only I'horuley 

of all those pictures as the man who most closely reeembled the man wlxt? picked^ that 
job up. Alien. ho persisted in the lie I got the tape and gave it to Jvrbn. 8e played it and 
f oxley apologised. Ivon asked to keep the tape and then it suffered a mysterious disappear- 
ance . 

x n one of those pictures, without aboard and think the clearest of them, Thornley's 
part was on the side of the head, opposite the picture of Oswald. One possibility is that 

the negative was printed backward. In any event, with the hairline and part possibly im- 

portant, the importance including exculpating ‘^hmrnley^ I wanted to compare the two 
pictures with that of Tprnley reversed to have the part on the same side of th he^d Oswald 
did in the picture being compared. 

I shpuld, I think, note that I regard '^hornley as a bad person. Before going farthur 

with tills Lifton stupdity and incompetence I state that what Jones told me indicated I 

1 ‘ - 1 

should make some investigation of hornley. ~n the course of it - 1 otrained original of 



r^raiaple , 



he boasted 



so. e very fc/aaty self -disclosures in letters he load written. 2n one, for/ 
of almost pushing both eyes out of the head of a man who had protsested Thornley's abuse 
of a young woman, was not bright as well as not nice, with crazy political and other 
beliefs. 

Particularly after that experience with B oxley and the mysterious disappearance of 

t hat tape from the chief investigator's office, I was uneasy about getting Garrison's 

r /r&f , 

photographer to do the job. Because Icneij/diewconiDl decided to write him. Ii-sked Ivon if If 
ho had a ffbe typewriter because ny handwriting is illegible. He did not but he told me to 
dictate what - wante-r. to ask A *ewcom^ to a pool secretary, Lorraine feBoeuf. ^von know what 
I was going to ask liewcomiw 

I ilef t and the next tiling I knew Lorraine gave me a copy of what she, had mailed to 
l'lewcons. ohs liad written that eramo on th DATs letterhead 



, ,-nr r /^W> ■ 

As I now recc.ll I did not tell Hewcom^bhe reason I wanted the hairlines reversed but 
I think I did toll him it was for purposes of comparison with the Oswald picture. 

flic next tiling I laiefJ-dfton had launched a false and defamatory compaign in the 
Los Angeles undeground press. i! obody else cared about it and it was silly and false as he 




told tho story. 



xliis letter to Thornloy 1 s lawyer is one in which Lifton undertakes ±iiE to toll the 
^lawyer wliat ho should do and in which he 5eoko to maize himself important, without the 
/ligkeot knowledge of uliat way- intendecjf and yet makes serious Talse charges $ it in 
public. 

I notc^iiat in Lifton' s 5/9/68 he keeps refering to my wanting IJewcom4 to "alter" 
the pictures for sinister purpose. What I did want to /{now is did Thornley look like 
Oswald or could he he made to look like him. I have no recollection of any earlier letters 
about this on my own letterhead and it is /Vot important enough# 1 o take tli" time tj/see. 

Later that year Garrison enveloped an interest in my Jones interview of which the tape 



disappeared from the eMail investigator's office, one of the reasons for my apprhension 
especially with Boxley, in idiom I had no confidence at all, involved .yS^tlion "Hones had been 
closed up by tho rcdolopmont taking his property i But his former secretary^/a 



stant, Myra 



Silver asked him to her homo in I-ietarie , almost part of Hew u rleans but in th next 
parish, Jefferosn, and Andrew (lloo)Sciambra, tho most junior of the assistant district 
attorneys and the one with whom Garrison spent most time^ent along, (iq drove us in his car. 

Using my own tape recorded and this time keeping the tape I interviewed both together 
and separately, and cadi wont overdue same pictures, thet independnely. 

Both pelected the same picturs of ^hornley as the one most closely resembling the man 

who picked those leaflets up and both were firm in insisting that it had not been Oswald. 

/ ^ 

Ljrng before the/y they were quite; familiar with Oswald's picture, as the whole world was. 

was and remains incredible to me that Garrison did nothing to try to investigate 
that any more ^especially because he had charged nornley with perj ury. They were not 
really competent t±n that kind of investigation, although 1 have no reason to dohbt that 
the professional police investigators assigned to garrison's of 'ice were not competent in 
normal police matters. 

So the matter remains unresolved and it may be that the ctfazy, uninformed and wrong- 
headed Lifton intrusion may be what tipped the scale and suggested to garrison that he could 
expect more public complaint if ho did investigate ^'hornley with this Lifton fabricated 
propaganda that i hornley was being framed and tiiat I had misrepresented msyself as on 

f: ' r» 

Garrison's staff. 

From what * know of Thomley^ getting involved with Oswald in something that could 
create a stir might be attractive to him. On the pother hand, he testified that once he red- 
baited Oswald at Santa Ana, Oswald had /Nothing nore to do with him. 







